
UNIVERSITY CENTER FOR
SOCIAL AND URBAN RESEARCH
Annual Report     JULY 1, 2024-JUNE 30, 2025



MESSAGE FROM THE INTERIM DIRECTOR
I am happy to update the 
University community on
the recent activities and 
accomplishments of the 
University Center for Social
and Urban Research (UCSUR). 

I hope this report will give you
a sense of the value that UCSUR 
provides to the University and 
broader community. 

During the past year, UCSUR produced 12 peer-reviewed publications, 2 
book chapters, and 6 technical reports; and participated in over 57 
funded research projects, the majority of which involve multidisciplinary 
collaborations. We continued our nationally recognized research in 
family caregiving, financial exploitation of older adults, and technology 
and aging. As part of that effort, Dr. Beach is Co-Director (Co-PI) of an 
ACL /  NIDILRR RRTC on Family Support. This is a five year, $4.3M Center 
grant focused on facilitating the rapid translation and dissemination of 
state of the art research and training into direct services and support 
programs designed to improve care, health, and quality of life of persons 
with disability, their families, and informal caregivers. 
 

UCSUR also continues to be a key resource for data and analysis to 
inform regional public policy through the Western Pennsylvania Regional 
Data Center (WPRDC), which currently provides access to over 300 
downloadable data sets (many updated on a frequent basis). 

The WPRDC also offers several data extraction and visualization tools 
that enhance user access and support statistical analyses. WPRDC has 
been extremely successful in obtaining foundation and federal support 
for multiple projects, which has allowed for the continued expansion of 
the initiative. Our Urban and Regional Analysis (URA) Program continues 
to conduct research focused on major economic and demographic 
trends in the Pittsburgh region and in national /  international contexts, 
regional development, community change, and workforce development.  
The work of URA is often covered by local and national media outlets. 
 
UCSUR continues to build its permanent research infrastructure. 
Highlights include our regional research registry with more than 9,000 
local residents (including 1,200 family caregivers) willing to participate 
in research studies; and continued expansion of our Geographic 
Information System (GIS) capabilities 

I would also like to take this opportunity to announce that UCSUR has 
hired Dr. Shannon Wanless as the new Director as of July 1, 2025. Dr. 
Wanless has been Director of the Office of Child Development in the 
School of Education at the University since July 2018. She brings more 
than 15 years of experience conducting impactful research, leading 
fundraising efforts, developing internal and external community 
partnerships, and successfully managing a large research staff. UCSUR 
has been charged with enhancing our portfolio of community engaged 
research that directly impacts the lives of local residents, and Dr. 
Wanless is well-prepared to lead that effort.  

Finally, I will be retiring on September 30, 2025, after more than 30 years 
as a member of the University and UCSUR family. It has been an honor 
to work with UCSUR staff and our external collaborators over these 
many years, and I will miss the personal interactions. I wish UCSUR and 
Dr. Wanless success in all future endeavors.  
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WHO WE ARE
University Center for Social  and Urban Research
The mission of UCSUR is to work collaboratively to conduct 
interdisciplinary research that improves communities and 
addresses social, economic, health, and policy issues most relevant 
to society. UCSUR carries out this mission by: (1) providing research 
support infrastructure and training; (2) conducting original research 
in a few focused areas, including urban impact analysis, survey 
methodology, and psychosocial aspects of aging; and (3) enhancing 
access to local and national policy-relevant data.

UCSUR Goals
The University Center for Social and Urban Research (UCSUR) was 
established in 1972 to serve as a resource for researchers and 
educators interested in the basic and applied social and behavioral 
sciences. UCSUR promotes and coordinates interdisciplinary 
research focused on the social, economic, and health issues most 
relevant to our society. Specif ic goals of UCSUR fall into four broad 
domains:

1. Provide state-of-the-art research support services and 
infrastructure for investigators interested in 
interdisciplinary research in public policy and the social, 
behavioral, and health sciences.

2. Support the community service mission of the University by 
providing data and conducting policy analysis for the region. 

3. Develop nationally recognized research programs within the 
center in a few selected areas. 

4. Support the teaching mission of the University by offering 
interdisciplinary training and mentoring diverse graduate 
students, post-doctoral fellows, and junior faculty.

To achieve the strategic goals of the Center, UCSUR maintains a 
permanent research infrastructure available to faculty and the 
community with the capacity to:

1. Conduct all types of survey research and quantitative data 
analysis

2. Acquire, manage, store, and analyze secondary and 
administrative data sets including Census data and data of 
unique local interest

3. Obtain, format, and analyze spatial data
4. Carry out regional econometric modeling
5. Design and carryout descriptive, evaluation, and 

intervention studies
6. Conduct qualitative data collection and analysis

Our research infrastructure is organized under three core programs:

1. Survey Research Program (SRP), which is responsible for all 
aspects of survey research and quantitative data analysis;

2. Urban and Regional Analysis Program (URA), which acquires, 
manages, and analyzes secondary and administrative data 
sets; does regional econometric modeling; and obtains, 
formats, and analyzes spatial data; and

3. Qualitative Data Analysis Program (QDAP), which supports 
the collection and analysis of open-ended text data using 
rigorous computer-based methods.

Universi t y of  Pi t t sburgh4



PROGRAMS
In response to faculty interests and current domestic policy issues, 
UCSUR develops interdisciplinary research programs that address 
regional and national policy issues. The resources described in the 
next section are provided by one or more of these programs. As new 
policy issues emerge, UCSUR is prepared to facil itate and coordinate 
the development of additional programs identif ied by interested 
faculty. Existing research programs include:

Survey Research
Maintains a highly experienced staff  of survey professionals, trained 
interviewers, and data management specialists. Services are available 
to faculty, staff , and students throughout the University and to local, 
state, and federal agencies and others working in the public interest. 
Offers the capability to execute any or all phases of a survey research 
project, including sample design, questionnaire construction, data 
collection, data processing, statistical analysis, and reporting. Features 
a local research registry of approximately 9,000 community members 
and a 25-line telephone bank for Computer-Assisted Telephone 
Interviewing (CATI).

Urban and Regional  Analysis
Promotes scholarly analysis of urban and regional development 
through multidisciplinary research and technical assistance in local, 
national and international issues. Furthers our understanding of the 
causes and consequences of regional economic development and 
social change, enhances the analytic basis for public policy decisions 
and civic engagement, aids in the evaluation of policy alternatives, 
and applies GIS and neighborhood indicators to understand 
community revitalization.

Qual itat ive Data Analysis
Offers a rigorous approach to qualitative data collection and analysis, 
including focus group facilitation; in-depth interviewing; cognitive 
interviewing; analysis of textual or website information; audio and 
video transcription and analysis; data preparation, cleaning, and 
management; codebook development and testing, coding and 
multi-coder adjudication; reliability and validity reporting; and results 
analysis and reporting.
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
Survey Research
UCSUR provides survey research services through the Survey Research 
Program (SRP). SRP maintains a highly experienced staff  of survey 
professionals, trained interviewers, and data management specialists. 
SRP services are available to faculty, staff , and students throughout 
the University and to local, state, and federal agencies and others 
working in the public interest. 

SRP is able to carry out any or all phases of a survey research project, 
including sample design, questionnaire design, data collection, data 
processing, statistical analysis, and reporting. SRP staff  have the 
training and experience to design scientif ically valid studies 
customized to client research needs. SRP can help clarify study 
objectives and provide advice on how to obtain the highest quality 
data within available resource constraints. More specif ically, SRP 
provides assistance in the following areas:

Sample Design
SRP staff  provide advice on sampling methodology and sample size to 
meet study objectives and budget. Services include in-house 
development of specialized sample frames, or consultation with 
commercial sampling f irms to obtain an appropriate sample. Examples 
of the types of samples provided include:

- Online panel /  research registry samples: geographically and 
demographically targeted samples using commercially 
available web panels or in-house research registries. These are 
also useful for cost-effective samples of rare populations.

- Random digit dialing (RDD) samples: particularly suited for 
telephone surveys of the general population; computer- 
generated telephone numbers are used to target specif ic 
geographic areas, including both listed and unlisted phone 
numbers, landline and cellular. RDD sampling for any region of 
the United States is available.

- Targeted /  l isted samples: samples to reach specif ic subgroups 

or rare populations. These are useful for telephone recruitment 
of participants for larger studies. They are also used for 
supplementing RDD or online /  research registry samples with 
oversamples of rare populations.

Data Col lect ion Methodology
SRP staff  can provide:

- Advice on the most productive and cost-effective method of 
data collection (mail, telephone, in-person, or internet /  
web-based), and the effective use of technology for surveys.

- Specif ication of procedures for maximizing response rates 
within the framework of available resources. For example, 
recommended number of attempts to contact respondents, 
securing init ial cooperation, following-up incomplete 
interviews, converting refusals into acceptances, and use of 
mixed-mode designs and incentives. 

Quest ionnaire Development
SRP staff  can provide assistance with all aspects of the development 
of a reliable and valid instrument, including:

- Writing, formatting, and ordering questions
- Asking sensitive questions
- Instrument pre-testing

Interviewing and Data Col lect ion
SRP conducts local, regional, and national telephone, and mail surveys 
with both general and special populations, as well as in-person 
surveys in the Southwestern Pennsylvania region. SRP also conducts 
internet/web-based surveys. 

SRP relies on a pool of experienced interviewers for telephone and 
in-person surveys. These include both undergraduate and graduate 
students, as well as non-students under the management of senior 
f ieldwork supervisors.
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
Interviewer training and quality control: Interviewers are trained in 
general and project-specif ic interviewing techniques, such as 
maintaining objectivity, reading questions as written, and securing 
respondent cooperation. Training involves a combination of lecture, 
written hand-outs, video instruction, and role-playing. Interviewers 
are continuously monitored during data collection for quality 
assurance, and periodic re-training sessions occur as necessary.

Computer-assisted telephone interviewing (CATI): A 25-line telephone 
bank at UCSUR is dedicated to a computer-assisted telephone 
interviewing system. Interviewers read questions as they appear on 
the screen and enter the respondents? answers directly into the 
computer. CATI allows complex question contingencies, sample 
management, and call scheduling to be handled automatically. 

RDD cell phone surveys: UCSUR has experience conducting random 
digit dialing (RDD) cell phone surveys in order to supplement 
traditional landline RDD telephone surveys. This methodology insures 
inclusion of cell phone only households, estimated at 70 percent of 
the U.S. population (and growing). Cell phone only households are 
typically younger, more likely to be employed, and more ethnically 
diverse, and their exclusion can result in signif icant biases in landline 
only surveys. 

Computer-assisted personal interviewing (CAPI): With this type of 
interview an interviewer, using a laptop computer, reads questions to 
the respondent and then enters the answers directly into a database 
on the laptop computer. CAPI is programmed similar to 
computer-assisted telephone interviewing, and provides the same 
advantages (automated skips, randomized experiments, etc.). 

Audio computer-assisted self-interviewing (ACASI): With this 
application a respondent operates a computer, the computer displays 
the questions on screen and plays recordings of the questions to the 
respondent who enters answers directly into a database on the 
computer. A respondent typically uses headphones with our ACASI 
solutions in order to maintain response privacy. ACASI enhances 
perceived privacy for sensitive questions and is ideal for less literate 
populations. ACASI is similar to CATI, CAPI, and CASI in programming 
requirements and function.

Interactive voice response (IVR): IVR is an automated system where a 
recorded voice administers survey questions /  scripts and detects 
voice and keypad inputs from a home phone or cell phone. Privacy is 
enhanced by switching to IVR from a live interviewer for the 
administration of sensitive questions. IVR is also ideal for ecological 
momentary assessment (EMA). 

Web-based data collection: SRP has the capability to conduct 
web-based surveys and other online data collection and management. 
UCSUR operates secure servers that host such activit ies and uses the 
University-approved Qualtrics software platform. This also includes 
the use of text-based surveys with links to Qualtrics.

Mobile device data collection: SRP has capabilit ies to design 
applications for the collection of data on Smart Phones and other 
mobile devices. These include tools for the collection and integration 
of self-reported surveys, location tracking, and physiological 
monitoring data for real-time ecological momentary assessment 
studies.

Additional data collection services: Mail surveys, and in-person 
surveys in the Southwestern Pennsylvania region, are also available.
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
Surveys of special and hard-to-reach populations: UCSUR has 
conducted numerous surveys of special, hard-to-reach populations, 
including numerous clinical populations, children, and ethnically and 
linguistically diverse samples. UCSUR has conducted interviews in 
Spanish, Chinese, and Korean and has the capability to conduct 
international surveys.

Part icipant  Recruitment  and Screening
In addition to assisting with primary survey data collection, SRP can 
assist researchers with locating, contacting, screening, consenting, and 
scheduling research participants. We use a variety of sample sources 
(e.g., telephone samples, research registries) and methods (telephone, 
web, social media) to cost-effectively recruit and enroll research 
participants for observational, clinical, and intervention studies.

Research Regist ry
UCSUR has developed and maintains an IRB-approved research 
registry currently containing more than 9,000 local residents who 
have agreed to be contacted for surveys and other research studies. 
The participants are recruited to the registry on an ongoing basis from 
the pool of respondents to UCSUR-conducted population-based 
telephone surveys. The registry includes detailed contact information 
and demographic information including age, gender, race, education 
level, marital status, household composition, employment status, and 
income. This allows for targeting of participants for studies with 
specif ic eligibil ity requirements. External investigators can contract 
with SRP to access the registry for study recruitment. SRP has added an 
indicator for participants who are providing unpaid care to an il l or 
disabled family member or friend (i.e., family caregivers). To date, 
more than 1,200 family caregivers have been identif ied who are 
will ing to participate in research studies.

Pat ient-Reported Outcomes Data Col lect ion for Cl inical  Research
SRP conducts Patient-Reported Outcomes (PRO) studies using 
telephone, web, in person, and other technologies, including 

mixed-mode designs. These are typically part of clinical trials or 
intervention studies that follow patients over time. The SRP call center 
is staffed 7 days per week by trained supervisory and interviewer 
staff . SRP maintains a secure project dashboard that allows transfer of 
research participant data and contact information to init iate data 
collection protocols, schedule assessments, and enable two-way data 
dialog between the principal investigator?s team and SRP staff . SRP 
has conducted dozens of complex, longitudinal PRO assessment 
studies with varying clinical populations, and has consistently attained 
response /  retention rates above 80% .

Data Management
Using a variety of computer programs, languages, database 
management software, and operating systems, SRP staff  are available 
to perform a number of data management functions, including 
database development, editing, coding, and survey data processing. 
SRP staff  also have the capability to integrate survey respondent data 
with GIS-based spatial data, and with other secondary data sources. 

Stat ist ical  Analysis of  Survey Data
SRP staff  can perform statistical analyses of survey data, ranging from 
simple tabulations to relatively complex statistical modeling using a 
variety of statistical packages. Analytic capabilit ies include:

- Descriptive statistical analyses of survey responses, including 
calculations of sampling error, and statistical weighting 
adjustments for unequal selection probabilit ies and 
non-response

- Cross-classif ication analyses with demographic or other 
predictive factors

- Multivariate analyses, including ANOVA, factor analysis, l inear 
and non-linear regression, logistic regression, categorical 
methods, and structural equation modeling

- Longitudinal analyses
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
Report  Preparat ion and Presentat ion
SRP staff  have experience in the production of a variety of reports, 
including:

- Simple tabulations
- Executive summaries
- In-depth narrative reports
- Oral presentations of results to interested parties

Urban and Regional  Analysis
UCSUR?s Urban and Regional Analysis Program (URA) analyzes major 
economic and demographic trends in the Pittsburgh region in national 
and international contexts. URA brings together faculty, research staff , 
and graduate students to examine important urban and regional 
issues, with the results disseminated widely to state and regional 
policymakers, local off icials, and community and economic 
development organizations. URA also partners with other researchers 
and organizations across the globe to advance urban and regional 
knowledge. URA?s research extends from regional development to 
community change and examines their consequences for regional 
restructuring, equity implications, and policy analysis. In addition to 
the performance of the regional economy, specif ic strategic economic 
sectors are examined through in-depth studies and their implications 
for workforce development and job creation. The program also fosters 
the development of new methods of data collection and analysis. URA 
research is published in scholarly journals and technical reports and 
has been an important element of UCSUR?s commitment to providing 
regional economic development analysis to both the academic 
community and the Pittsburgh region. Through URA?s work, UCSUR is 
one of two research aff il iates of the Pennsylvania State Data Center, 
the off icial source of demographic and economic data for the state.

The Pit tsburgh Regional  Economic Model
Regional economic models describe the f low of monetary and labor 
resources within and across both regions and economic sectors. They 
are often used to assess the economic and labor impacts of policy 
alternatives, such as tax revisions, economic development, large-scale 
infrastructure investment, and many other similar scenarios.

UCSUR uses software developed by Regional Economic Models Inc. 
(REMI), of Amherst, MA for economic impact analysis and economic 
and demographic forecasting for an 11-county region of southwestern 
Pennsylvania. The Pittsburgh REMI model is supported by UCSUR in 
partnership with the Southwestern Pennsylvania CommissionC), which 
uses REMI for planning transportation infrastructure and long-range 
forecasting. UCSUR has over 25 years of experience applying the REMI 
model to the Pittsburgh region. Previous applications of Pittsburgh?s 
REMI model include economic, population, and labor market 
forecasting and regional economic impact analysis.  

Geographic Informat ion Systems (GIS)
Geographic Information System (GIS) and spatial analysis expertise 
continues to attract a wide variety of research to UCSUR. Recent 
collaborations have helped investigators integrate GIS into medical 
research and strengthened UCSUR ties with UPMC. This includes a 
study looking at util ization and barriers to Telehealth services with 
results recently published in JAMA Network Open. We are also 
working to improve connections between GIS practit ioners at Pitt and 
actively pursuing development of a GIS Community of Practice at the 
University.

A spatial Structural Racism Database developed under the Postpartum 
Mothers Mobile Study (PMOMS) is being reformatted and documented 
for distribution through the Equity in Maternal Health and Birth 
Outcomes and Reproductive Health through Community Engagement 
(EMBRACE) web site. A manuscript analyzing housing moves from the 
PMOMS study is in preparation.
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
A National Cancer Institute grant funded geocoding and development 
of neighborhood environment indicators for the Community Level 
Factors in Psychological Symptom Clusters in the Exercise Program for 
Cognition in Cancer (EPICC) study. Researchers are analyzing results to 
determine if  individual and community-level factors are associated 
with the severity of the psychological symptom cluster in 
postmenopausal women with early-stage breast cancer. 

Work continues on the Monongahela-Youghiogheny Healthy Aging 
Team (MYHAT) study which seeks to describe the distribution of Mild 
Cognitive Impairment (MCI) in the Mon Valley. Association of MCI 
measures with spatial neighborhood indicators resulted in the 
publication ?Social determinants of health and mild cognitive 
impairment in a diverse community sample? in the Journal of the 
American Geriatrics Society. An annual research retreat is scheduled 
for October and a National Institute on Aging grant renewal 
anticipated for Spring 2026. 

UCSUR also released the Westmoreland County Age-Friendly 
Community Index (AFCI), a replication of the Allegheny County 
Age-Friendly Community released in 2023. The AFCI was developed as 
part of the State of Aging survey conducted by UCSUR in 
Westmoreland County. It is comprised of a tract-level database of 
age-friendly domains and spatial indicator variables established by 
the affected stakeholders. Percentile rankings of values allow for 
comparison of tracts within the county; a report has been broadly 
disseminated to Westmoreland County aging service providers and 
policymakers.

A new project with RiverWise and New Sun Rising will provide the 
groundwork for a regional economic impact assessment of their 
network of sustainable and resilient community-based projects. GIS 
mapping and spatial data analysis will enhance and help to visualize 
the impacts on local and surrounding communities.  

Pit tsburgh Perspect ives
The URA Program has expanded public outreach with an online section 
of the UCSUR web page, which publishes short analyses of topics 
related to economic and demographic change in the Pittsburgh region.

Western Pennsylvania Regional  Data Center
The Western Pennsylvania Regional Data Center (WPRDC) launched in 
2015 as a partnership between the University of Pittsburgh, Allegheny 
County, and the City of Pittsburgh. It provides an inclusive 
infrastructure for openly sharing civic information, and project staff  
provide a range of services as a civic data intermediary. Funding for 
the project is provided through the County and City, local and national 
philanthropic organizations, federal grants, fee for service projects, 
and University support provided through UCSUR.

Over the past year, the WPRDC provided the following services and 
infrastructure to the University and the broader community:

Support for Strategic University and Community Init iatives
The WPRDC provides infrastructure for strategic init iatives of the 
University and community. It works to support many projects and 
init iatives by providing data, expertise, and tools. The project team 
enhances the University?s mission by supporting community 
engagement, research, and 
education efforts. At a 
community level, the WPRDC 
supports a range of init iatives, 
including health equity, 
environmental sustainability, 
affordable housing, data 
justice, and digital equity.
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
Provide Access to Open Data
The WPRDC hosts open data on a variety of topics, and in 2023 made 
major upgrades to the init iative?s open data portal and refreshed 
several data tools. Some of the most-used data includes County 
property sales and assessments, City crimes, County blood lead tests, 
COVID-19 vaccinations, Pittsburgh Regional Transit ridership, and 211, 
311, and 911 requests for service. This data can be downloaded or 
accessed through an API and is used by students in many classes at the 
University, high school students from the Pgh Dataworks Data Jam, 
and other members of our community. 

Data Acquisit ion and Transformation Services
The WPRDC staff  often collaborate on research and community 
projects to acquire data and make it available. We are partnering with 
NASA to provide several data feeds collected by climate satell ites that 
can be used to inform responses to air quality issues and climate 
change. We also continue to partner with the County and City to 
publish data and maintain data feeds from their internal systems, and 
we continue to sustain a regularly updated collection of data to inform 
affordable housing preservation, community health, and 
environmental init iatives in Allegheny County in partnership with 
local partners.

Data Visual izat ion Tools and Dashboards
To help make data more relevant and useful to dif ferent people, the 
WPRDC has built exploration tools and dashboards using open data, 
including the University?s Community Engagement and Outreach Map; 
the interactive Greenprint map supporting land conservation efforts 
with the Allegheny Land Trust; HouseCat, a tool to display data about 
subsidized residential properties; and a variety of tools that provide 
community statistics on health and housing.

Support to University Research, Analysis, and Special Projects
The WPRDC staff  supports our colleagues at the University of 
Pittsburgh. Staff  continue to maintain and improve the Community 
Engagement and Outreach Map, which highlights community 
partnerships involving the University. For the past several years, the 
WPRDC team has been collaborating with The Pittsburgh Study (TPS), a 
partnership of the Children?s Hospital of Pittsburgh and the University 
of Pittsburgh. Staff  also support a range of research efforts related to 
maternal and child health with colleagues in the School of Public 
Health. We continue to partner with colleagues at the University 
Library System and School of Computing and Information through the 
Civic Switchboard project, support research efforts at Pitt Cyber, and 
contribute to Pitt?s Responsible Data Science init iative. 

Course Design and Personalized Learning
The WPRDC has been actively involved in providing learning 
opportunities for students. The WPRDC has also supported 
independent student public interest technology projects, and have 
supported students working through the Center for Analytical 
Approaches to Social Innovation Grief to Action init iative.

Training
Building on earlier work with libraries, the WPRDC staff  have 
continued to strengthen its data literacy programs. New init iatives 
focused on using art as a vehicle for self-expression, and working to 
build skil ls and confidence of young people in data.

Technical Assistance
The WPRDC often consults with faculty, staff , and community partners 
that are looking to use data in their work. We primarily do this through 
consultations and ad-hoc requests. 
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
Provide Publishing Platforms
Over 20 organizations publish data through the WPRDC?s open data 
portal. The WPRDC helps partners big and small by providing a shared 
infrastructure for publishing open data. The open data portal provides 
the ability to download complete data sets or access data through an 
API, all with complete metadata and a license enabling re-use. 

Representing the University of Pittsburgh in External Networks
The WPRDC represents the University in several dif ferent national 
networks focused on civic data, open data, and technology. 
Participation in these networks helps us to connect our work to other 
practit ioners.

Gerontology
The Graduate Certif icate in Gerontology is an educational program 
designed to serve individuals from diverse educational, employment, 
and professional backgrounds who are interested in acquiring basic 
knowledge about gerontology and geriatrics and specialized 
knowledge of aging and aging processes. Students may focus broadly 
on a course of study in a general multidisciplinary track offered both 
on-campus as well as through Pitt Online. They may also select 
specialty tracks focused on prevention and healthy aging, family 
support, gerontechnology, law, mental health, nursing, occupational 
therapy/ rehabilitation, public health, and social work. 

Whether to gain credentials and skills for a competit ive advantage in 
the marketplace or to enhance understanding of aging to inform the 
delivery of services, programs, or products, students may enroll solely 
in this certif icate program, or they may pursue the certif icate in 
conjunction with a degree program. Credits earned for the certif icate 
may often be applied toward a degree program. More Information can 
be found at: agingcertif icate.pitt.edu. 

Qual itat ive Data Analysis
The Qualitative Data Analysis Program (QDAP) at UCSUR provides a 
resource to the University community in all aspects of qualitative data 
collection and analysis. Experienced QDAP staff  can carry out or assist 
with all phases of a qualitative research project including study 
design, project management and coordination, data collection util izing 
interviews, focus groups, and document or website analysis, audio and 
video transcription, data coding and analysis, and results reporting.

Data Col lect ion and Management
QDAP staff  have the expertise to collect and manage a range of 
qualitative data util izing a variety of methods and sources. This 
includes conducting in-depth interviews, facil itating focus groups, and 
collecting qualitative data from both traditional and innovative 
sources such as document and textual material, videos, images and 
other visual material, and web sources such as websites, blogs and 
emails. QDAP provides high quality transcription of audio and video 
recordings for further analysis. QDAP staff  can provide management 
services ranging from full project management to assistance in the 
management of data collection including recruitment, screening and 
scheduling of participants, depending on project needs. Using 
qualitative data analysis and management software, QDAP staff  can 
also organize and manage qualitative data in preparation for analysis.

Value-Added Coding
Accurate and reliable coding is central to qualitative and mixed 
methods analysis. QDAP offers a rigorous approach to analyzing a 
variety of qualitative materials. Experienced coders deliver the data 
you need in a timely and expert manner from a wide variety of 
sources. Original material for analysis might include in-depth 
interviews, open-ended survey answers, f ield notes, transcripts from 
focus groups, web blogs, e-mails, website content, videos and images, 
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
results from database searches (such as LexisNexis? ), congressional 
testimony, historical texts, and a host of other unstructured but 
digit ized data sets. QDAP staff  work with your research team to craft 
an analysis plan and codebook with a tailored methodology designed 
to code the material for key concepts and relationships. Multiple 
coders can quickly and reliably extract the data you need to reach 
valid inferences.

QDAP employs University of Pittsburgh students and UCSUR 
professional staff  trained in data collection and in using qualitative 
analysis software. We maintain a 15-station transcription and 
qualitative data coding lab which util izes Olympus transcription 
software; ATLAS.ti, a widely used qualitative data analysis software 
package that supports project management, enables multiple coders 
to collaborate on a single project, and generates output that facil itates 
the analysis process; NVivo, another widely used qualitative data 
analysis software package; Transana, a video coding software package; 
and a specialized, in-house program for quality control which 
calculates inter-coder reliability statistics and simplif ies adjudication 
of coder disagreement. In addition, we offer training seminars and 
one-on-one training sessions for faculty, staff  and students in using 
ATLAS.ti, NVivo and Transana. 

Services Provided

- Study design, management and coordination
- Interviewer training and management
- Participant recruitment
- Data collection including focus group facilitation, in-depth 

interviewing, cognitive interviewing and document analysis
- Transcription of audio and video recordings
- Data preparation, cleaning, and management
- Codebook development and testing

- Coding and coding adjudication
- Coder reliability and validity reporting
- Results analysis and expression
- Software training for qualitative data analysis software 

(ATLAS.ti, NVivo, Transana)

Acquisit ion and Management of  Secondary Data
UCSUR provides assistance for secondary data acquisit ion and 
management to the academic community and to the Pittsburgh region 
as a whole. As an aff il iate of the Pennsylvania State Data Center, the 
off icial source of demographic and economic data for the state, UCSUR 
is a repository for electronic and printed Census information, 
including Census 2020 data. UCSUR also acquires and maintains a 
variety of government statistics, economic and labor market data, and 
other types of secondary information on a regular basis. This 
information is available to the academic community and to the 
general public. 

The data acquisit ion and management services UCSUR provides 
include:

- Assistance in acquiring secondary data stored at UCSUR to 
interested individuals and organizations

- Assistance in locating and acquiring a variety of other types of 
secondary information

- Expertise and consultation in the appropriate use and 
understanding of various secondary data sources

- Evaluation and interpretation of policy relevant secondary 
information data for government, business, labor, media and 
other organizations
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WHAT WE DO: CENTER RESOURCES
UCSUR also conducts demographic, economic and policy research and 
analysis and reports on secondary data and data trends relevant to the 
Pittsburgh region, both alone and in combination with various primary 
data sources. This research is reported through a number of venues, 
including research reports and up-to-date neighborhood information 
on the UCSUR website (www.ucsur.pitt.edu).

Informat ion Technology Inf rastructure
UCSUR?s IT Department continues to partner closely with Pitt-IT, the 
Network Operations Center (NOC), and the NOC?s efforts within 
Microsoft?s Azure Cloud Services. This allows UCSUR IT to offer 
technology solutions comprised of on-premises servers, networking 
hardware, desktop computers, and enterprise application software. In 
addition, UCSUR IT can offer multilayered cloud solutions to support 
dynamic systems that would be costly to operate locally. This approach 
allows UCSUR IT to achieve an optimal IT infrastructure that provides 
business grade high-performance storage, a low-latency network, 
security, an optimized wide area network (WAN), virtualization and 
minimal to zero downtime.

UCSUR IT Department Goals

- Provide a positive customer experience by providing secure 
and uninterrupted access to IT services

- Develop and launch solutions eff iciently and effectively
- Enable real-time data collection and dissemination
- Improve employee and client productivity

UCSUR IT Department Services

- Custom database dashboards in support of various types of 
data collection protocols, including Ecological Momentary 
Assessments (EMA), telephone outreach, in-person /  f ield 
interviewing, and various types of web-based interviewing

- Innovative database programming techniques supporting 
advanced Qualtrics Survey System interactions, email and    
SMS /  MMS communications, and unique study requirements

- Server administration, website development, and 
comprehensive PC support services

- PC, laptop, and tablet leasing services for individual or 
multi-user data collection use

- Data analytics supporting descriptive and diagnostic analysis
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STEVEN D. MANNERS RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
2025 awardees: Marissa Gogniat, Neurology; 
Susan Lucas, Urban Studies

2024 awardees: Kyaien Conner, School of 
Social Work; Melissa M. Bilec, and Amy L. 
Brooks, Civil and Environmental Engineering

2023 awardees: Daniel J. Bain, Geology and 
Environmental Science; Rebecca G. Reed, 
Psychology

2022 awardees: Sara Goodkind and Jeffrey 
Shook, School of Social Work; Karen 
Jakubowski, Psychiatry; Andrea Rosso, 
Epidemiology, and Andrea Weinstein, 
Psychiatry

2021 awardees: Michael R. Glass, Urban 
Studies

2020 awardees: Jessica Levenson, Psychiatry 
and Pediatrics; Randall Walsh, Economics

2019 awardees: Jessica Hamilton, WPIC; 
Marlo Perry, School of Social Work

2018 awardees: Jamie Hanson, Psychology; 
Junia Howell, Sociology; Chelsea Pallatino, 
Obstetrics, Gynecology, and Reproductive 
Sciences

2017 awardees: Courtenay Dunn-Lewis, 
Health and Physical Activity; Aidan Wright, 
Psychology

2016 awardees: Victoria Shineman, Polit ical 
Science; Alicia Sufrinko and Anthony Kontos, 
Orthopaedic Surgery

2015 awardees: Carissa Low, University of 
Pittsburgh Cancer Institute; Elizabeth 
Votruba-Drzal, Psychology

2014 awardees: Anthony Fabio and Dara 
Mendez, Epidemiology; Lyn Robertson, 
Medicine

2013 awardees: Brian Beaton and Rosta 
Farzan, School of Information Sciences; 
Kathryn Monahan, Psychiatry; Ming-Te Wang, 
School of Education

2012 awardee: Nicholas Castle, School of 
Public Health

2011 awardees: Jane Clougherty, School of 
Public Health; Fengyan Tang, School of Social 
Work

2010 awardees: Shanti Gamper-Rabindran, 
School of Public and International Affairs; 
Jennifer H. Lingler, School of Nursing; 
Werner Troesken and Randall Walsh, 
Economics; Jennifer Nicoll Victor, Polit ical 
Science

2009 awardees: Irina Murtazashvili, 
Economics; Brian A. Primack, Medicine and 
Pediatrics

2008 awardees: Peter J. Gianaros and J. 
Richard Jennings, Psychiatry; Elizabeth 
LaRue, School of Nursing; Keith 
Morgenlander, Medicine
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STEVEN D. MANNERS

In memory of  Steven D. Manners, who began 
working at  the Center in 1974 and served as 
its Assistant  Director f rom 1989 unt i l  his 
death in September 2000, UCSUR init iated a 
Research Development Awards program in 
recognit ion of  Mr. Manners? contribut ions to 
the Center and the University community. 
These awards support  pi lot  research in the 
social , behavioral , and pol icy sciences that  
has the potent ial  of  leading to larger, 
external ly funded projects of  interest  to 
local /nat ional  foundat ions or state/ federal  
agencies. The proposed research must  al ign 
with UCSUR?s mission of  working 
col laborat ively to conduct  interdiscipl inary 
research that  improves communit ies and 
addresses social , economic, heal th, and 
pol icy issues most  relevant  to society.



STEVEN D. MANNERS RESEARCH DEVELOPMENT AWARDS
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2007 awardees: Patricia Isabel Documet, 
Behavioral and Community Health 
Sciences; Jeffrey Shook and Michael 
Vaughn, School of Social Work

2006 awardees: Shanti Gamper-Rabindran 
and Aaron Swoboda, School of Public and        
International Affairs; Larissa Myaskovsky, 
VA Pittsburgh Healthcare System

2005 awardees: Charlotte Brown, Center on 
Race and Social Problems; Bruce S. Ling, 
Institute for Doctor-Patient 
Communication; Eva Marie Shivers, School 
of Education

2004 awardees: Ellen Olshansky, School of 
Nursing; Seung-Hyun Yoo, School of Public 
Health; Susan Zickmund, Medicine

2003 awardees: Lisa Brush, Sociology; 
Will iam Klein, Psychology; Audrey Murrell, 
School of Business; Pamela Peele, Health 
Economics; Daniel Rosen, School of Social 
Work; Jeannette Trauth, School of Public 
Health

2002 awardees: Scott F. Kiesling, 
Linguistics; Maureen Porter, Administrative 
and Policy Studies

2001 awardees: Paul E. Grif f iths, History 
and Philosophy; Miriam Hertz, Health 
Information Management



CORE STAFF
Administ rat ion 
Interim Director: Scott Beach
Interim Director of Finance/Administration: Carrie Rodzwicz 
Administrator: Anna Aivaliotis  
Financial Administrator: Abena Boadi-Agyemang
Pre-Award Administrator: Ellie Schneier
Interim HR Administrator: Jennifer Bissell

Administ rat ion - Informat ion Technology
IT Director/Database Administrator: Robert Keene
Systems Administrator: Eric Wolfe 
Senior Research Programmer: David Walker 
Research Programmers: Rhaven Nelson, Ross Reilly, Steven Saylor 

Survey Research 
Program Co-Directors: Scott Beach, Anita Zuberi
Senior Fieldwork Supervisor: Lynda Connelly
Fieldwork Supervisors: Patricia Lietz, Olivia Wilson
Fieldwork Supervisor/Research Specialist: Amber Barton
Research Specialists/ Interviewers: Victoria Casill i,  Ana Geibel,    
    Brandon Self , Susan Stringfellow 
Center Manager, NRTC on Family Support: Julie Klinger

Urban and Regional  Analysis 
Program Director: Sabina Deitrick
WPRDC Director:  Robert Gradeck 
Regional Economist: Christopher Briem
GIS Database Analyst: Ellen Kinnee 
Project Manager: Elizabeth Monk
CKAN/POSE Community Manager: Jamaica Jones

Gerontology 
Gerontology Certif icate Manager: Jennifer Bissell 

Qual itat ive Data Analysis 
Research Specialists: David Halpern, Kevan Schultz
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FACULTY ASSOCIATES
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PROJECTS*
Access to Kidney Transplantat ion in Minority Populat ions (AKT-MP)
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Larissa Myaskovsky, University of New Mexico
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 02/21-12/25
Telephone interviews with N=398 end-stage kidney disease patients to 
compare the eff icacy and cost-effectiveness of two approaches to help 
Hispanic/Latino and American Indian patients overcome barriers to 
completing transplant evaluation and receiving a kidney transplant.
.
Caregiver Stress and Sleep Study (CARES)
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Stephen Smagula, Psychiatry
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 10/22-present
Recruitment of caregivers of dementia patients for enrollment in a 
large MRI-based study.The research goal is to clarify the modif iable 
24-hour behavioral and thought patterns that drive depression risk and 
resilience in caregivers, and understanding neurobiological markers of 
variability in depression risk.

Caring for OutPat iEnts af ter Acute Kidney Injury (COPE-AKI) 
Consort ium
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Kaleab Z. Abebe, Medicine
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 10/21-09/26
The goal of the COPE-AKI Consortium will be to develop and test 
interventions to enhance processes of care and identify key pharma- 
cologic and non-pharmacologic interventions to reduce morbidity 
among these high-risk patients. UCSUR will conduct telephone 
interviews with approximately 2,000 AKI patients at 30 days, 90 days, 6 
months, and 1 year to assess global health related quality of l ife, 
AKI-specif ic health related quality of l ife, provider interactions, and 
social support.

Daily Diaries for Late Life Suicide Assessment
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Katalin Szanto, Psychiatry
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 01/22-08/24
UCSUR assisting with morning and evening web-based assessments 
tracking emotional and sleep data.  Collected data supports the larger 
research objective to understand the interacting risk and protective 
factors related to biological and psychosocial factors of aging that lead 
to the elevated suicide rate in late life.
 
Heal thy Home Lab (HHL), Regist ry Recruit ing
PI: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Funder: Internal
Period: 07/23-ongoing
The HHL is a community-based laboratory that brings together people 
from the community and the University of Pittsburgh to tackle major 
problems of aging in place and provide scalable solutions to support 
older adults and people with disabilit ies to age safely and 
independently at home. As part of this subgroup, registry members will 
periodically be contacted to see if  they are interested in completing a 
survey or participating in a study to evaluate innovative assistive 
devices and products.

Live Wel l  Al legheny Racial  and Ethnic Approaches to Community 
Heal th (REACH) Survey
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Stephen Strotmeyer, Allegheny County Health Department
Funder: Allegheny County Health Department
Period: 10/23-09/25
A survey targeting non-white population in Allegheny County regarding 
heath equity and chronic disease. A supplement to the CDCs American 
Community Survey striving to get more data on local individuals.
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PROJECTS*
Medicaid Expansion Survey of  Pennsylvania Medicaid Recipients
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Anita Zuberi, SRP, UCSUR
Evan Cole, Health Policy and Management
Funder: Pennsylvania Department of Human Services
Period: 06/25-09/25
A survey of 1,100 people on the PA Medicaid roster. We sent close to 
200,000 SMS-Texts invit ing subjects to take a Qualtrics Survey. A 
sample of non-respondents were called with a phone survey to increase 
participation and population diversity.

Mobius
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
Dave Brienza, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Funder: NIH via Vest, Inc. (SBIR) 
Period: 10/24-05/25
UCSUR assisted with the design, moderation, and analysis of focus 
groups to aid in the design of the Mobius system, an in-home guiderail 
technology to aid in mobility around the home.

News and Informat ion Survey
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Rhaven Nelson, UCSUR
Sarah Goodkind, School of Social Work
Jeffrey Shook, School of Social Work
Beth Schwanke, Institute for Cyber Law, Policy, and Security 
Funders: UCSUR (Manners Award); Heinz Endowments
Period: 05/23-present
A Qualtrics web survey of UCSUR research registry members to provide 
a nuanced, localized understanding of residents' information sources 
and usage; perceptions of trust and disinformation in the region. 

This survey will help identify points of weakness and resilience that will 
complement alternative computational approaches to understanding 
disinformation f lows. Further, the work will identify previously hidden 
opportunities to strengthen ties across communities and improve 
cit izens' abilit ies to connect with those outside their immediate 
information network.

On the Move: Opt imizing Part icipat ion in Group Exercise
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Jennifer Brach, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Funder: Patient?Centered Outcomes Research Institute
Period: 10/14-present
SRP is using Interactive Voice Response (IVR) among group exercise 
participants to track falls, activity, and hospital visits monthly over the 
course of one year.

PA Living Independence for the Elderly (LIFE) Evaluat ion
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Howard Degenholtz, Health Policy and Management
Funder: Off ice of Long-Term Living (OLTL), Pennsylvania Department of 
Human Services
Period: 02/24-06/26
UCSUR is conducting telephone interviews with 200 participants of the 
LIFE program to assess the impact of these services on health and 
quality of l ife.
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PROJECTS*
PHRESH: Heal th and High Water
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Rhaven Nelson, UCSUR
Tamara Dubowitz, RAND
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 02/24-08/25
The overall goal of Health and High Water is to understand and f ind 
solutions for the environmental injustices experienced by residents 
living in predominantly Black neighborhoods in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania. We work with community partners to produce effective 
community and policy-based solutions.

PHRESH: Pit tsburgh Hil l /Homewood Research on Neighborhood 
Change and Heal th
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Rhaven Nelson, UCSUR
Tamara Dubowitz, RAND
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 05/10-present
UCSUR provides interviewer training, programming for data collection, 
and data management in a study of 1,600 residents of two low-income 
Pittsburgh neighborhoods.

RISE Study
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Sarah Stahl, Psychiatry
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period:  01/24-present
The purpose of the RISE research study is to examine how the 24-hour 
rhythm of sleep and social activity relate to mental health and mood 
among older adults who recently lost a spouse or l ife partner. 

The Nat ional  Rehabil i tat ion Research and Training Center on Family 
Support  at  the University of  Pit tsburgh
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Janet Schlarb, SRP, UCSUR
Richard Schulz, UCSUR
Heidi Donovan, School of Nursing
Julie Klinger, National Research and Training Center on Family Support, 
Health Sciences
Bambang Parmanto, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Heather Tomko, National Research and Training Center on Family 
Support, Health Sciences
Funder: The National Institute on Disability, Independent Living, and 
Rehabilitation Research
Period: 09/19-08/24
Through a $4.3M grant from the National Institute on Disability, 
Independent Living, and Rehabilitation Research, the Center serves as a 
national hub that leverages modern medical research to improve the 
care, health, and quality of l ife of all persons with disabilit ies and the 
families who support them.

UPMC Hil lman Cancer Center Needs Assessment
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Anita Zuberi, SRP, UCSUR
Meghan Tipre, Virginia Commonwealth University
Funder: UPMC Hillman Cancer Center
Period: 05/25-08/25
A survey of people in a 29 county UPMC "catchment area?. A 
multi-mode study using SMS-texting, CATI phone calling, post cards, 
and a variety of community outreach events to recruit participants. 
Goal was to reach between 1,100 and 1500 respondents.
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PROJECTS*
Wheelchair Regist ry
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Rory Cooper, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Funder: Human Engineering Research Laboratories
Period:  01/14-present
Development of a system to help the Human Engineering Research 
Laboratories at the University of Pittsburgh eff iciently and securely 
register and track participants in a wheelchair registry for research 
participation. The system involves a custom database working in 
conjunction with an online survey instrument for data collection and 
maintenance.

Widowed Elders' Lifestyle af ter Loss (WELL)
PIs: Scott Beach, SRP, UCSUR
Robert Keene, SRP, UCSUR
Sarah Stahl, Psychiatry
Funder: National Institute of Mental Health
Period: 02/15-07/25
Technical support for a study which is testing the feasibil ity of a 
behavioral intervention that uses technology and motivational health 
coaching to encourage a regular routine of healthy eating, sleeping, and 
physical activity among older adults who are at high-risk for depression 
following the death of their spouse.

Compet it iveness Research
PIs: Christopher Briem, URA, UCSUR
Vijai Singh, Sociology
Funders: The Heinz Endowments; Consolidated Natural Gas
Period: ongoing
Projects include analysis of factors which promote regional 
competit iveness in Pittsburgh.

Defense Industry Analysis
PIs: Christopher Briem, URA, UCSUR
Sabina Deitrick, URA, UCSUR
Funders: Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED); Pennsylvania Military Community Enhancement 
Commission
Period: 05/24-12/25
Evaluation of state economic development policies in support of 
defense-related industries in Pennsylvania.

Support  for Pennsylvania Mil i tary Community Enhancement 
Commission
PI: Christopher Briem, URA, UCSUR
Funders: Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic 
Development (DCED); Pennsylvania Military Community Enhancement 
Commission
Period: 06/25-06/26
Support for statewide summit of Pennsylvania military installation 
commanders for the Pennsylvania Military Community Enhancement 
Commission (PMCEC).

AISP Equity in Pract ice Learning Community Fel low
PI: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: University of Pennsylvania Actionable Intell igence for Social 
Policy
Period: 06/23-12/25 
Working as a fellow in the program to support two local data sharing 
partnerships through the learning community.
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PROJECTS*
Data Just ice for Pit tsburgh?s Black Residents
PIs: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Tiffany Gary-Webb, Epidemiology
Funder: de Beaumont Foundation
Period: 10/23-10/26 
Establish an init iative through the Black Equity Coalit ion and with the 
City of Pittsburgh to make data practices and infrastructures more just 
and inclusive. Develop a mini-public to bring community 
decision-making into city data stewardship and also focus on helping 
residents improve their health using data about the built environment.

Data Literacy 
PI: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: Hillman Foundation
Period: 10/21-present
Development of two separate workshop series and toolkits designed to 
build data literacy among data stewards and new cohorts of community 
data ambassadors.

Developing and Implement ing Plan to Strengthen the CKAN 
Open-source Open Data Ecosystem
PIs: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Eleanor Mattern, Computing and Information
Funder: National Science Foundation (POSE Program Phase)
Period: 09/22-09/23 (Phase 1); 07/24-06/26 (Phase II) 
This project developed and implements a plan to strengthen the 
community around the CKAN software the Western Pennsylvania 
Regional Data Center uses in its open data work.

EMBRACE Center of  Excel lence: (Equity in Maternal  and Birthing 
Outcomes and Reproduct ive Heal th through Community Engagement)
PIs: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Dara Mendez, Epidemiology
Funder: Eunice Kennedy Shriver National Institute of Child Health and 
Human Development (NICHD)

Period: 2024-present
Providing data, coordination, and data literacy support to the EMBRACE 
Center of Excellence.

HouseCat ? Af fordable Housing Catalog
PI: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funders: The Heinz Endowments; Anonymous Funder
Period: 03/20-present
Development of a data tool and pipeline to provide information about 
subsidized housing to practit ioners and policymakers working to 
preserve and expand the supply of affordable housing in Allegheny 
County.

Postpartum Mothers Mobile Study (PMOMS) Racism Indicators
PIs: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Dara Mendez, Epidemiology
Funder: National Institutes of Health
Period: 06/21-12/24
Assembled a collection of community-level indicators related to 
structural racism. This data will provide community context to 
responses collected through the Postpartum Mothers Mobile Study 
(PMOMS) survey. Additionally, a database of spatial structural racism 
measures for Allegheny County was generated to assess the 
neighborhood environment for PMOMS participants.

Support ing Regional  Digital  Equity Init iat ives
PI: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: Hillman Foundation
Period 10/23-10/24
Supporting regional efforts to enhance digital equity by creating a 
strategy for how people playing dif ferent roles in the effort can create 
and adopt data standards and consistent performance measures.
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PROJECTS*
Western Pennsylvania Regional  Data Center (WPRDC)
PI: Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR 
Funders: Allegheny County; City of Pittsburgh; The Heinz Endowments; 
Hillman Foundation; Richard King Mellon Foundation; University of 
Pittsburgh
Period: ongoing 
The WPRDC supports key community init iatives by making public 
information easier to f ind and use. The WPRDC is managed by UCSUR, 
and is in partnership with Allegheny County and the City of Pittsburgh. 

Enhancing DPT Educat ion: Bridging Perspect ives for Curriculum 
Excel lence
PIs: David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Wert, Physical Therapy
Funder: University of Pittsburgh Department of Physical Therapy
Period: 04/24-02/25
Data collection, audio transcription, and coding of focus groups with 
various stakeholders regarding their insight into the University of 
Pittsburgh?s Department of Physical Therapy curriculum for preparing 
competent clinicians.

Exploring the Barriers and Facil i tators to Symptom Monitoring and 
Report ing in Head and Neck Cancer Pat ients
PIs: David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
Marci Nilsen, Otolaryngology-Head & Neck Surgery
Funder: Betty Irene Moore Fellowship for Nurse Leaders and Innovators, 
UC Davis
Period: 02/24-06/25
Data collection, audio transcription, and coding of qualitative 
interviews with medical providers about their practices? symptom 
monitoring and symptom management for head and neck cancer.

Five Smal ler Short -Term Transcript ion Projects with a Variety of  
Invest igators and Funders
PIs: David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
Funders: Multiple
Period: 07/24-06/25
Five smaller, short-term transcription projects with a variety of 
investigators and funders.

Improving Primary Care for Low Back Pain Pat ients: Task-shif t ing 
Management to Special ty Trained Advanced Pract ice Providers (APPs)
PIs: David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
Samannaaz Khoja, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Joel Stevans, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Funder: UPMC Rehab Institute Pilot Grant
Period: 06/25-present
Data collection, audio transcription, and qualitative coding of virtual 
focus groups with APP's (NP's, PA's) regarding management of low back 
pain.

Uncovering Chal lenges and Opportunit ies for Advancing the 
University of  Pit tsburgh's Transit ion to the Circular Economy
PIs: David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
Melissa Bilec, Civil and Environmental Engineering
Amy Brooks, Civil and Environmental Engineering
Funder: Steven D. Manners Research Development Award (UCSUR)
Period: 02/25-present
Transcription and qualitative coding of interviews and focus groups 
with various stakeholders at the University of Pittsburgh and other peer 
universit ies regarding their respective institutions? philosophies on, 
approach to, and implementation of circular economy init iatives.
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PROJECTS*
An Exploratory Analysis of  the Inf luence of  the Neighborhood Buil t  
Environment on Psychological  Symptom Cluster Severity Prof i les in 
Women with Breast  Cancer in Western Pennsylvania
PIs: Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Carolyn Harris, UCSF School of Nursing 
Funder: National Cancer Institute
Period:11/24-08/25
A National Cancer Institute grant funded geocoding and development 
of neighborhood environment indicators for the Community Level 
Factors in Psychological Symptom Clusters in the Exercise Program for 
Cognition in Cancer (EPICC) study. Researchers are analyzing results to 
determine if  individual and community-level factors are associated 
with the severity of the psychological symptom cluster in 
postmenopausal women with early-stage breast cancer.

Ef fects of  Outdoor Art i f icial  Light  at  Night  on Circadian Act ivity 
Rhythms in Adolescents Versus Adul ts
PIs: Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Adriane Soehner, Psychiatry
Funder: University of Pittsburgh CTSI
Period: 04/23-11/24
Conduct analyses in an existing harmonized sample of adolescents and 
young adults (aged 9-25) from the Neuroimaging and Pediatric Sleep 
Databank. Primary aims are to: (1) examine associations between 
outdoor ALAN exposure and circadian activity rhythm disruption; and 
(2) determine the extent to which associations between outdoor ALAN 
exposure and circadian disruption varies over adolescent development.

Geospat ial  Analysis of  Disparit ies in Access to and Use of  Metabol ic 
Disease Special ty Care
PIs: Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Margaret Zupa, Medicine
Funder: University of Pittsburgh CTSI
Period: 04/23-03/24
This study will newly link geographic data sources with patient-level 

health information through geospatial analysis, in order to: (1) assess 
the prevalence and magnitude of barriers to metabolic disease 
specialty care in the form of drive time, public transportation access, 
and broadband internet access for adults with T2D and ASCVD; and (2) 
evaluate the impact of these factors on specialty metabolic disease 
care use before and after widespread availability of telemedicine.

Pediatric Heal th and Extreme Weather ? Heal th Ef fects of  Ambient  
Temperature (PHEW-HEAT)
PI: Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Funder: National Institutes of Health 
Period: 08/19-04/24
This research will overcome gaps in child health and heat research by 
combining spatially and temporally resolved estimates of surface 
temperature in New York state with large statewide administrative 
clinical datasets. Further, social and co-morbidity effect modif iers will 
be considered in order to identify key subpopulations and modif iable 
risk factors across a rural-urban gradient. The design is tailored to work 
in concert with existing heat action plans used by municipal level 
health agencies such that those plans can most easily accommodate 
updated f indings.

The Associat ion of  Pat ient  Portal  Use with Cardiovascular Heal th 
Outcomes at  a Large Academic Medical  System
PIs: Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Amber Johnson, University of Chicago
Funder: UPMC Internal Funds
Period: 11/22-ongoing
Conduct a retrospective cross-sectional analysis using health records 
of patients seen at UPMC to analyze the relationship between use of 
telehealth and cardiovascular hospital admissions, procedures, and 
mortality. 
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PROJECTS*
Understanding Pediatric Suscept ibi l i ty Across Temperature and 
Environment in Upstate NY
PI: Ellen Kinnee, URA, UCSUR
Funder: U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Period: 06/22-06/25
Identify community stressors and resilience- enhancing assets that 
shape relationships between climate change-related exposures [heat, 
ozone (O3), f ine particulate matter (PM2.5)] and child health. 
Particularly interested in assets which may bolster children?s resilience 
to climate-related exposures in environmental justice communities 
across Upstate NY.

Civic Switchboard
PIs: Elizabeth Monk, WPRDC, UCSUR
Eleanor Mattern, Computing and Information 
Funder: Institute of Museum and Library Services
Period: 10/17-07/25
Civic Switchboard aims to develop the capacity of academic and public 
l ibraries in civic data ecosystems. This project encourages partnerships 
between libraries and local data intermediaries, which will better serve 
data users, further democratize data, and support equitable access to 
information. The project will create a toolkit for l ibraries interested in 
expanding (or beginning) their role around civic information. Civic 
Switchboard is a partnership of UCSUR, the University Library System at 
the University of Pittsburgh, and the Carnegie Library of Pittsburgh.

Engagement and Outreach Map
PIs: Liz Monk, WPRDC, UCSUR
Steven Saylor, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: University of Pittsburgh, Engagement and Community Affairs
Period: ongoing 
Continued development of the University?s Community Engagement 
Map, which serves as a catalog of information about 
university-community partnerships.

Human Services Center Mon Val ley Community Prof i les
PI: Elizabeth Monk, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: Human Services Center Mon Valley
Period: 01/24-11/24
Provide data prof iles to assist organizations in planning, community 
engagement, and service delivery. 

Jef ferson Regional  Foundat ion Community Prof i les
PI: Elizabeth Monk, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: Jefferson Regional Foundation
Period: 2022-present
Provide data prof iles to support the Funder?s efforts to plan, engage 
communities, and deliver services.
 
Westmoreland County Community Prof i les
PI: Elizabeth Monk, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: Community Foundation of Westmoreland County
Period: 01/24-01/25
Provide data prof iles and workshops to assist organizations in 
planning, community engagement, and service delivery.

Young People Partnered Workforce Project
PIs: Liz Monk, WPRDC, UCSUR
Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: The Heinz Endowments
Period: 2024-2025
Working with the Endowments to bring the voices of young people into 
workforce development grant making efforts.
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PROJECTS*
ConCReTE
PIs: Steven Saylor, WPRDC, UCSUR
Michael Colaresi, Polit ical Science
Funder: RK Mellon Foundation
Period: 2024-present 
Designed a learning module for data science education efforts of the 
Responsible Data Science Init iative.

Lead Safe Al legheny
PIs: Steven Saylor, WPRDC, UCSUR
Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funder: Women for a Healthy Environment
Period: 2025 
Assembled data about the lead risk of properties in Allegheny County, 
including data about water l ine composition, and integrated it into the 
Parcels n?at data tools.

Parcels n?at
PIs: Steven Saylor, WPRDC, UCSUR
Robert Gradeck, WPRDC, UCSUR
Funders: The Heinz Endowments; Allegheny County; City of Pittsburgh 
(with WPRDC support)
Period: 2023-present 
Redesigned parcel information tools as a parallel project to the 
development of the HouseCat project.

Support  for Pit t  Cyber
PIs: Steven Saylor, WPRDC, UCSUR
Ross Reilly, WPRDC, UCSUR
Michael Colaresi, Polit ical Science
Funder: Pitt Cyber Accelerator Grant
Period: 2022-present 
Providing support to Pitt Cyber.

Considering Ident ity and Language in Cl inical  Diagnost ic Interviews 
for Depression with Youth f rom Diverse Backgrounds
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Rachel Vaughn-Coaxum, Psychiatry
Funder: Faculty Advancement Award (Dean?s Off ice)
Period: 01/24-present
Transcription and coding of qualitative interviews and focus groups 
identifying variations in the language that adolescents use to describe 
their symptoms of depression across gender and racial identit ies, in 
order to evaluate how that language dif fers from standard psychiatric 
language used by interviewers.

Development and Implementat ion of  Opt imal  Rehabil i tat ion Care 
Pathways to Reduce Disparit ies in Rehabil i tat ion Outcomes af ter Joint  
Replacement
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Allyn Bove, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Funder: National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparit ies
Period: 02/25-present
Qualitative coding of provider interviews and patient focus groups 
regarding disparit ies related to rehabilitation among patients having 
knee or hip replacement surgery.

Environmental  Just ice Summit
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Tina Ndoh, Environmental and Occupational Health
Funder: Leonard Peters Faculty Fellowship, Mascaro Center
Period: 12/24-05/25
Qualitative coding of interviews with attendees of inaugural Pittsburgh 
Area 2024 Environmental Justice Summit regarding priorit ies and 
perceptions related to environmental justice to evaluate the Summit?s 
impact and gather feedback to help shape similar future init iatives.
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PROJECTS*
Explorat ion of  Contemporary Modif iable Exposures and Cancer in 
Beauty Salons
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Brenda Diergaarde, School of Public Health
Tina Ndoh, Environmental and Occupational Health
Monica Baskin, Virginia Commonwealth University
Funder: National Cancer Institute (NCI) 
Period: 06/25-present
Transcription and qualitative coding of focus groups with professional 
hairdressers and community stakeholders regarding their thoughts on 
the use of chemical relaxers in African-American women?s hair and 
potential associated cancer risks.

Exploring the Transparency and Communicat ion of  the Shal low Land 
Disposal  Site in Parks Township, PA
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Tina Ndoh, Environmental and Occupational Health
Funder: Rust 2 Resilience
Period: 08/24-10/24
Qualitative coding of interviews with community stakeholders 
regarding their knowledge of and thoughts on the Shallow Land 
Disposal site for nuclear waste in Parks Township, PA.

Pharmacist  Led-Harm Reduct ion Pilot  Study
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Mary Hawk, Behavioral and Community Health Sciences
Raagini Jawa, Medicine, Center for Research on Health Care
Joni Carroll, School of Pharmacy
Funder: CTSI Health Sciences Team Sciences and Leadership Program
Period: 02/25-present
Qualitative coding of interviews with provider stakeholders at a 
community pharmacy and hospital internal medicine outpatient clinic 
pre- and post-implementation of substance use harm reduction 
services.

Predictors of  1-Day PT Care
PIs: Kevan Schultz, QDAP, UCSUR
David Halpern, QDAP, UCSUR
Allyn Bove, School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences
Funder: School of Health and Rehabilitation Sciences (Dean?s Off ice)
Period: 04/25-07/25
Data collection and qualitative coding of interviews with patients 
regarding their decision to discontinue physical therapy after attending 
a single session.
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PUBLICATIONS 2024-2025
JOURNALS

Buckwalter, D.W. (in press). Small area classif ication in urban 
geography: A review of multidimensional methods. Middle States 
Geographer. 

Chou, A., Beach, S.R., Lutz, B., Rodakowski, J., Terhorst, L., & Freburger, 
J.K. (2024). 

Moderating effects of informal caregiving on the relationship 
between activit ies of daily l iving limitations and adverse outcomes in 
stroke survivors. Stroke, 55(6), 1554-1561. 

Ganguli, M., Jacobsen, E., Song, R., Wood, I., Kinnee, E.J., Hughes, T.F., 
Snitz, B.E., & Chang, C,C-H.  (2025). Social determinants of health and 
mild cognitive impairment in a diverse community sample. Journal of 
the American Geriatrics Association, 73(2), 367-378.

Gómez, L. F., Kinnee, E., Kaufman, J. D., et al. (2024). Asthma 
Treatment Eff icacy Modif ication by Healthcare Access: A Reanalysis of 
AsthmaNet Step-Up Yellow Zone Inhaled Corticosteroids to Prevent 
Exacerbations (STICS) Clinical Trial. Respiratory Medicine, 234.

Gómez, L. F., Kinnee, E., Young, M. T., et. al. (2025). Asthma Treatment 
Response Modif ied by PM2. 5, NO2, and O3 Among African American 
Children: A Reanalysis of the AsthmaNet?s BARD Trial. Journal of 
Allergy and Clinical Immunology, 156(2), 330-338. 

Hancock, D., Czaja, S.J., & Beach, S. (2025). Understanding f inancial 
exploitation among older adults: The role of f inancial skil ls, scam 
susceptibil ity, and demographic factors. Sage Open Aging.

Humphrey, J.L., Kinnee, E.J., Robinson, L.F., & Clougherty, J.E. (2024). 
Disentangling impacts of multiple pollutant exposures on acute 
cardiovascular events in New York City: A case-crossover analysis. 
Environmental Research, 242, Article 117758.

Humphrey, J.L., Kinnee, E.J., Robinson, L.F., & Clougherty, J.E. (2024). 
Disentangling Impacts of Multiple Pollutant Exposures on Acute 
Cardiovascular Events in New York City: A Case-Crossover Analysis. 
Environmental Research, 242(1). 

Jarrott, S., Swim, G. & Rodzwicz, C. (Eds). (2024). Journal of 
Intergenerational Relationships, 22.  Philadelphia, PA: Taylor & 
Francis. 

Jarrott, S., Swim, G., Tompkins, C.J. (Eds). Rodzwicz, C., Thang, L.L. 
(Guest Eds.) (2025). Memorial Issue Honoring Founding Editor Dr. 
Sally Newman. Journal of Intergenerational Relationships, 23(3). 
Philadelphia, PA: Taylor & Francis.  

Perepezko, K., Shaffer, K., Beach, S., Rolle, N., Fields, B. (2024). Effects 
of caregiver sleep disturbances on relationship quality with their care 
recipient. The Journals of Gerontology: Series B, 79(1), gbad137.

Zupa, M.F., Rothenberger, S.D., Bauer, J.G., Zheng, Y., Johnson, A.E., 
Kinnee, E., & Rosland, A.M. (2025). Geographic and Sociodemographic 
Factors and Receipt of Metabolic Disease Specialty Care. JAMA 
Network Open, 8(5).
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PUBLICATIONS 2024-2025
BOOKS /  BOOK CHAPTERS /  OTHER PUBLICATIONS

Heckhausen, J., Wrosch, C., Shane, J., & Schulz, R. (in press). Motivation 
and goal development across the adult l ifespan: Goal engagement, 
disengagement, and adjustment. In M. Lachman (Ed.). APA Handbook 
of Adult Development and Aging.

Kempton, L., Marlow, D., Deitrick, S., Glass, M.R., & Travis, R. (2024). 
Swimming Against the Tide: The Role for Social Sciences and 
Humanities in Contributing to a More Inclusive Approach to 
Innovation in Post-industrial Cities. In F. Spigarelli, L. Kempton, & L. 
Compagnucci (Eds.), The Future of Work and Employment. Edward 
Elgar Publishing.

TECHNICAL REPORTS

Briem, C. (June 2024). Comparison of 2008-2012 and 2018-2022 
American Community Survey Estimates for the City of Pittsburgh and 
Neighborhoods. UCSUR, University of Pittsburgh.

Briem, C. (June 2024). Comparison of 2008-2012 and 2018-2022 
American Community Survey Estimates for Allegheny County 
Municipalit ies. UCSUR, University of Pittsburgh.

Deitrick, S., Beach, S., Kinnee, E., Schlarb, J., Accurso, C., Nelson, R., 
Briem, C., Bey, J., & Bey, Q. (April 2024). Results of the 2023 Allegheny 
County Quality of Life Survey: Summary and Multiple Supporting 
Reports. UCSUR, University of Pittsburgh; UrbanKind. 

Deitrick, S., & Briem, C. (May 2024). Corporate Investments in 
Single-Family Residential Properties in Allegheny County: Recent 
Impacts. UCSUR, University of Pittsburgh. 

Hawn Nelson, A., Zanti, S., Jenkins, D., Algrant, I., Rios Benitez, J., et al. 
(Gradeck, R., workbook contributor). (2025). A Toolkit for Centering 
Racial Equity Throughout Data Integration. Actionable Intell igence for 
Social Policy, University of Pennsylvania. 

Kinnee, E., Beach, S., Hughes, M., & Bsales, D. (2024). Westmoreland 
County Age-Friendly Community Index., UCSUR and Health Policy 
Institute, University of Pittsburgh.
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To learn more about  UCSUR?s survey research
capabil i t ies, programs, ongoing projects,
and staf f , visit  our web site at :

ht tp:/ /www.ucsur.pit t .edu

Fol low us on Twit ter: @Pit tCSUR

University Center for Social and Urban Research

3343 Forbes Avenue
Pittsburgh, PA15260
Telephone: 412-624-5442
Telefax: 412-624-4810
Email: ucsur@pitt.edu
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